Ae pad 11150 East Boulevard Tel 216-421-7340 News Release 


Cleveland, Ohio Fax 216-229-5095 
Mus eum 44106-1797 www.clevelandart.org 
of Art 
A world of great 
art for everyone 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


CONTACT: — Julie Limpach 
(216) 707-2261 
jlimpach @clevelandart.org 


Trenton Doyle Hancock Transforms Project 244 
Into Unique Exhibition at The Cleveland Museum of Art 
Rare Opportunity to View this Contemporary Artist at Work 
CLEVELAND (Nov. 13, 2003) — The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) presents a multimedia installation by Trenton Doyle 
Hancock. Trenton Doyle Hancock: Moments in Mound History will open Dec. 14, 2003 and remain on view through April 
4, 2004. This is the third exhibition in the Project 244 series. 

Admission to this exhibition and the Museum is free. 

Visitors will be able to observe Trenton Doyle Hancock as he installs this exhibition during Museum hours beginning 
Tues., Dec. 9 to Fri., Dec. 12, 2003. This installation will include a site-specific wall drawing, wallpaper, water colors, 
drawings, etchings and a new painting that chronicles his ongoing, semi-autobiographical battle with elemental and cultural 
forces exploring the various moments in the life of the Mound, a hybrid creature comprising characteristics of animal and 
vegetable life forms. This enigmatic, anthropomorphizing life force focuses the endless story on which Hancock has embarked. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art’s Associate Curator of Contemporary Art Jeffrey D. Grove says, “Not yet 30, Trenton 
Doyle Hancock has already made a powerful mark on the international contemporary art scene. His impossibly imaginative 
allegories channel everything from Pop culture and comics to biblical narratives and the visionary Romantic poet and painter 
William Blake. Trent’s facility with a wide variety of media is remarkable and his deft deployment of language, humor and 
satire is uniquely inventive.” 

Trenton Doyle Hancock’s art reveals obsessions and associations that are personal and universal, factual and fictive. 
His rich, inventive work tackles sticky subjects and addresses the emotional conflicts surrounding life, death and the nature of 
good versus evil through an inspired, idiosyncratic narrative of his own design. 

Central to the iconography and mythology of Hancock's tale is a cast of characters including Mound #1, also known as 
The Legend, Loid, Painter, Torpedo Boy, the Vegans and Homerbuctus. These figures are customarily embroiled in an epic 
struggle of carnal and spiritual forces. Hancock tempers his examination of weighty issues with a ribald sense of humor and an 
intuitive, inspired working process that embeds surprising elements and images within his densely populated stories. 

Paintings, drawings, assemblages and objects composed of acrylic, felt, fake fur, plastic and “disposable” matter are 
knitted together in an unfolding dream (or nightmare) in which sequel begets prequel and narrative is blended and reassembled 
at will. Chronicling his ongoing, semi-autobiographical battle with elemental and cultural forces through surrogate artistic and 
individual identities (including his own as an African-American male), Hancock delivers a biting and amusing critique of racial, 


sexual, bodily and social issues, exploiting an occasionally crude visual style to activate his tales. 


(more) 
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Profoundly inspired by comics and popular culture his effortless, obsessive technique is sometimes compared to 
“outsider” artists—those not trained in an academic program. However, his complex rendering of collage-like images, elements 
and articulate draftsmanship reveal the hand and eye of a sophisticated maker of images. 

Born in Oklahoma City, OK, in 1974, Hancock was raised in Paris, Texas and currently resides in Houston, Texas. He 
recently had his second New York gallery exhibition and was included in the prestigious Istanbul and Lyon Biennials in 2003. 
He was the recipient of a Joan Mitchell Foundation Grant in New York in 1999 and in 1997 received the Camille Hanks Cosby 
Fellowship for African-American Artists from the Skowhegan School of Painting and Sculpture. Hancock is also the youngest 
artist ever included in the Whitney Museum of American Art’s prestigious 2000 Biennial. 

Free Public Reception 
Fri., Dec. 12, 7 — 9 p.m., Project 244 Gallery 


Meet the artist and celebrate the opening of Trenton Doyle Hancock: Moments in Mound History at this 
public reception. Free music and cash bar. 


Student Exhibition Opening 


Sat., Jan. 10, 5 — 8, Art House 

Those students who attended the Fri., Jan. 9 workshop with Trenton Doyle Hancock will exhibit their own 
personal narratives in the exhibition entitled Sages and Sages at the Art House, located at 3119 Denison 
Avenue, Cleveland, OH. 


Free Lectures 


Fri., Jan. 9, 7 p.m., Lecture Hall 
Trenton Doyle Hancock discusses his work and the creation of the cast of characters that populates his work. 


Fri., Mar. 19, 7 p.m., Recital Hall 

Valerie Cassel, associate curator of the Contemporary Arts Museum in Houston, Texas and curator and author 
of Splat, Boom, Pow! The Influence of Cartoons in Contemporary Art, discusses the work of Trenton Doyle 
Hancock and other artists in a lecture entitled New Mythologies. 


Free Gallery Talks 


Sun., Jan. 11, 1:30 p.m., Thurs., Feb. 5, 1:30 p.m., Wed., Feb. 25, 6:30 p.m. 
CMA Educator Karen Levinsky will conduct gallery talks in the exhibition. 
Meet near the Information Desk in the North Lobby. 
Project 244 is supported in part by an anonymous gift. The Cleveland Museum of Art receives operating support from 
the Ohio Arts Council and the Institute of Museum and Library Services. 
The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent collection is world 
renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The Museum is a significant international forum for exhibitions, 
scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the Museum, its holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888- 


CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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